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APPELLANT'S BRIEF IN SUPPORT OF APPELLANT'S APPEAL 
TO THE BOARD OF PATENT APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 



Dear Sir: 



This appeal furthers the Notice of Appeal filed on June 23, 2006. The appeal arises 
from a final decision by the Examiner in the final Office Action, dated March 23, 
2006. The final decision was in response to arguments filed on December 28, 2005, 
in response to an earlier office action, mailed October 18, 2005. 

Appellants submit this Brief on Appeal, including payment in the amount of $500.00 
to cover the fee for filing the Brief on Appeal. Appellants respectfully request 

ES/25/2GSS YFSLITEi 38883846 16323973 
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consideration of this appeal by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences for 
allowance of the present patent application. 

Real Party in Interest : 

The Real Party in Interest is Hall Aluminum, LLC of Los Altos, California, successor 
in interest to Assignee Xoucin, Inc. by virtue of the assignment to Xoucin recorded 
with the United States Patent and Trademark Office on April 5, 2002, at Reel 012782 
Frame 0734. 

Related Appeals and Interferences : 

To the best of Appellants' knowledge, there are no related appeals or interference 
proceedings currently pending, which would directly affect or be directly affected by 
or have a bearing on the Board's decision in this appeal. 

Status of Claims : 

Appellants appeal the rejection of claims 1-65. Claims 1-65 were pending and 
claims 1-65 were rejected in the Final Office Action dated March 23, 2006. Claims 
1-65 are reproduced, as pending, in Appendix A. 

Status of Amendments : 

Appellants have offered no amendments subsequent to the Examiner's final 
rejection. 

Summary of the Claimed Subject Matter : 

Independent claim 1 is directed towards a method that comprises 

"determining based at least in part on content of a locator of a first information 
page requested to be retrieved and displayed on a client system, 
whether to provide information browsing assistance for the first 
information page, said content of the locator identifying the first 
information page and a location from which the first information page is 
to be retrieved; and 
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conditionally providing said information browsing assistance based at least in 
part on said determination." 
Element 102 of Figure 1 illustrates augmented locator based assistance functions 
and data structures capable of performing the operations recited by claim 1, in some 
embodiments. Element 102 and Figure 1 generally are described in greater detail 
on page 7, line 6 through page 8, line 7. Figure 2 illustrates a browser adapted to 
perform the operations recited by claim 1, in accordance with various embodiments. 
Figure 2 is described in greater detail on page 8, line 10 through page 9, line 25. 
Figure 5 illustrates a flowchart view of selected operations of claim 1 , in accordance 
with various embodiments. Figure 5 is described in greater detail on page 13, line 9 
through page 14, line 4. Figure 7 illustrates one embodiment of an exemplary digital 
system suitable for use to practice the method recited in claim 1 . Figure 7 is 
described in greater detail on page 15, lines 5-25. 

Independent claim 19 is directed towards an apparatus, which, in substance, is claim 
1 in apparatus form. Claim 19 recites an apparatus comprising: 

"storage medium having stored therein executable instructions designed to 
enable the apparatus to, 

determine, based at least in part on content of a locator of a first 
information page requested to be retrieved and displayed, 
whether to provide information browsing assistance, said 
content of the locator identifying the first information page and a 
location from which the first information page is to be retrieved, 
and 

conditionally provide said information browsing assistance based at 
least in part on said determination; and 
at least one processor coupled to the storage medium to execute the 
executable instructions." 
Element 102 of Figure 1 illustrates augmented locator based assistance functions 
and data structures capable of performing the operations of the instructions stored 
by the apparatus recited by claim 19, in some embodiments. Element 102 and 
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Figure 1 generally are described in greater detail on page 7, line 6 through page 8, 
line 7. Figure 2 illustrates a browser adapted to perform the operations of the 
instructions stored by the apparatus recited by claim 19, in accordance with various 
embodiments. Figure 2 is described in greater detail on page 8, line 10 through 
page 9, line 25. Figure 5 illustrates a flowchart view of selected operations 
performable by the apparatus of claim 19, in accordance with various embodiments. 
Figure 5 is described in greater detail on page 13, line 9 through page 14, line 4. 
Figure 7 illustrates one embodiment of an exemplary digital system apparatus of 
claim 19. Figure 7 is described in greater detail on page 15, lines 5-25. 

Independent claim 35 is directed towards a method that comprises 

"receiving a request from a client system for executable instructions designed 
to enable the client system to conditionally provide information 
browsing assistance based at least in part on content of a locator of a 
first information page requested to be retrieved and displayed, said 
content of the locator identifying said first information page and a 
location from which said first information page is to be retrieved; and 
in response, providing said client system with said requested executable 
instructions." 

Element 102 of Figure 1 illustrates augmented locator based assistance functions 
and data structures comprising the executable instructions recited by claim 35, in 
some embodiments. Element 102 and Figure 1 generally are described in greater 
detail on page 7, line 6 through page 8, line 7. Figure 2 illustrates a browser/client 
system capable of issuing the request and receiving the response recited by claim 
35, in accordance with various embodiments. Figure 2 is described in greater detail 
on page 8, line 10 through page 9, line 25. Figure 5 illustrates a flowchart view of 
selected operations of the client system having received the instructions claim 35, in 
accordance with various embodiments. Figure 5 is described in greater detail on 
page 13, line 9 through page 14, line 4. Element 604 of Figure 6b illustrates a Portal 
or Service Server adapted to perform the operations recited by claim 35, in various 
embodiments. Element 604 and Figure 6b generally are described in greater detail 
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on page 14, line 15 through page 15, line 2. Figure 7 illustrates one embodiment of 
an exemplary digital system suitable for use to practice the method recited in claim 
35. Figure 7 is described in greater detail on page 15, lines 5-25. 

Independent claim 50 is directed towards a server system that comprises 
"storage medium having stored therein at least a selected one of 

(a) first executable instructions designed to enable a first client system to 
conditionally provide information browsing assistance to itself based at 
least in part on content of a first locator of a first information page 
requested to be retrieved and displayed, and 

second executable instructions designed to provide the first client 
system with said first executable instructions in response to a request 
by the first client system for said first executable instructions, and 

(b) third executable instructions designed to enable the server system to 
conditionally provide information browsing assistance to a second 
client system based at least in part on content of a second locator of a 
second information page requested to be retrieved and displayed for 
said second client system, 

said content of the first and second locators identifying said first and second 
information pages, and a first and a second location from which said 
first and second information pages are to be retrieved respectively; and 
at least one processor coupled to the storage medium to execute at least one of 
said second and third executable instructions." 
Element 102 of Figure 1 illustrates augmented locator based assistance functions 
and data structures comprising one or more of the executable instructions recited by 
claim 50, in some embodiments. Element 102 and Figure 1 generally are described 
in greater detail on page 7, line 6 through page 8, line 7. Figure 2 illustrates a 
browser/client system of claim 50, in accordance with various embodiments. Figure 
2 is described in greater detail on page 8, line 10 through page 9, line 25. Figure 5 
illustrates a flowchart view of selected operations of the client system and/or server 
system of claim 50, in accordance with various embodiments. Figure 5 is described 
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in greater detail on page 13, line 9 through page 14, line 4. Element 604 of Figure 
6b illustrates a server system of claim 50, in various embodiments. Element 604 
and Figure 6b generally are described in greater detail on page 14, line 15 through 
page 15, line 2. Figure 7 illustrates one embodiment of an exemplary digital system 
capable of performing as the server system recited in claim 50. Figure 7 is 
described in greater detail on page 15, lines 5-25. 

Independent claim 64 is directed towards a computer readable medium that 
comprises 

"a storage medium; and 

a plurality of executable instruction stored in the storage medium, and 

designed to enable a client system to conditionally provide information 
browsing assistance to itself based at least in part on content of a first 
locator of a first information page requested to be retrieved and 
displayed on the client system." 
Element 102 of Figure 1 illustrates augmented locator based assistance functions 
and data structures comprising the executable instructions recited by claim 64, in 
some embodiments. Element 102 and Figure 1 generally are described in greater 
detail on page 7, line 6 through page 8, line 7. Figure 2 illustrates a browser/client 
system capable of processing the executable instructions recited by claim 64, in 
accordance with various embodiments. Figure 2 is described in greater detail on 
page 8, line 10 through page 9, line 25. Figure 5 illustrates a flowchart view of 
selected operations of the client system having received the instructions claim 64, in 
accordance with various embodiments. Figure 5 is described in greater detail on 
page 13, line 9 through page 14, line 4. Figure 7 illustrates one embodiment of an 
exemplary digital system including a storage device as recited in claim 64. Figure 7 
is described in greater detail on page 15, lines 5-25. 

Independent claim 65 is directed towards a computer readable medium that 
comprises 

"a storage medium; and 
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at least a first or a second plurality of instructions stored in the storage 
medium, 

the first executable instructions designed to enable a first server 
system to provide a first client system with third executable 
instructions in response to a request by the first client system for 
said third executable instructions, the third executable 
instructions designed to enable the first client system to 
conditionally provide information browsing assistance to itself 
based at least in part on content of a first locator of a first 
information page requested to be retrieved and displayed on the 
first client system, and 

the second executable instructions designed to enable the first or a 
second server system to conditionally provide information 
browsing assistance to a second client system based at least in 
part on content of a second locator of a second information 
page requested to be retrieved and displayed for said second 
client system; 

said content of the first and second locators identifying said first and 
second information pages, and a first and a second location 
from which said first and second information pages are to be 
retrieved respectively." 
Element 102 of Figure 1 illustrates augmented locator based assistance functions 
and data structures comprising one or more of the executable instructions recited by 
claim 65, in some embodiments. Element 102 and Figure 1 generally are described 
in greater detail on page 7, line 6 through page 8, line 7. Figure 2 illustrates a 
browser/client system of claim 65, in accordance with various embodiments. Figure 
2 is described in greater detail on page 8, line 10 through page 9, line 25. Figure 5 
illustrates a flowchart view of selected operations of the client system and/or server 
system of claim 65, in accordance with various embodiments. Figure 5 is described 
in greater detail on page 13, line 9 through page 14, line 4. Element 604 of Figure 
6b illustrates a server system of claim 65, in various embodiments. Element 604 
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and Figure 6b generally are described in greater detail on page 14, line 15 through 
page 15, line 2. Figure 7 illustrates one embodiment of an exemplary digital system 
including a storage device as recited in claim 65. Figure 7 is described in greater 
detail on page 15, lines 5-25. 

Grounds For Rejection To Be Argued On Appeal: 

I. Claims 1-4, 9-12, 16-22, 25-27, 31-39, 42-44, 48-53, 56-58 and 62-65 stand 
rejected as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent Publication No. 2001/0054064 to 
Kannan (hereinafter "Kannan"), in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,456,303 to Walden et al. 
(hereinafter "Walden") under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

II. Claims 5-8, 23, 24, 40, 41 , 54 and 55 stand rejected as being unpatentable 
over Kannan and Walden, in view of US Patent No. 6,397,246 to Wolfe (hereinafter 
"Wolfe") under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

III. Claims 13, 28, 45 and 59 stand rejected as being unpatentable over Kannan 
and Walden, in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,960,429 to Peercyetal. (hereinafter 
"Peercy") under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

IV. Claims 14, 15, 29, 30, 46, 47 60 and 61 stand rejected as being unpatentable 
over Kannan and Walden, in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,026,409 to Blumenthal 
(hereinafter "Blumenthal") under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

Arguments : 

I. Rejections of claims 1-4, 9-12, 16-22, 25-27. 31-39. 42-44, 48-53, 56- 
58 and 62-65 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) were improper because 
Kannan and Walden. alone or in combination, fail to teach or suggest 
the claimed invention when the invention as claimed in claims 1-4, 9- 
12. 16-22. 25-27. 31-39. 42-44. 48-53, 56-58 and 62-65 is viewed as a 
whole. Also, the proposed combination of Kannan and Walden rely on 
impermissible hindsight without sufficient motivation for one skilled in 
the art to make the combination. 



8 



To establish obviousness under 35 U.S.C. § 103, the Examiner must view the 
invention as a whole. Further, the Examiner is to perform the obviousness analysis 
in accordance with the standard set forth by the Supreme Court in Graham v. John 
Deere Co. That standard requires that the Examiner to (1) determine the scope and 
content of the prior art; (2) ascertain the differences between the prior art and the 
claims in issue; (3) resolve the level of ordinary skill in the art; and (4) evaluate 
evidence of secondary considerations. 383 U.S. 1,17-18 (1966); see also MPEP 
2141 . Secondary considerations include whether the invention met with commercial 
success, whether the invention answered a long felt need, and whether others 
attempting the invention have failed. Graham, 383 U.S. at 17-18. In applying the 
Graham framework, the Examiner must consider the invention as a whole, without 
the benefit of hindsight. MPEP 2141 . In addition, "[l]t is impermissible [for the 
Examiner] to engage in a hindsight reconstruction of the claimed invention, using the 
applicants structure as a template and selecting elements from references to fill the 
gaps. ... The references themselves must provide some teaching whereby the 
applicant's combination would have been obvious." In re Gorman, 18 USPQ2d 
1885, 1888 (Fed. Cir. 1991). 

Claim 1 recites a "method comprising 

"determining based at least in part on content of a locator of a first 
information page requested to be retrieved and displayed on a client system, 
whether to provide information browsing assistance for the first information 
page, said content of the locator identifying the first information page and a 
location from which the first information page is to be retrieved; and 

conditionally providing said information browsing assistance based at 
least in part on said determination." 

Thus, when viewed as a whole, claim 1 is directed towards a novel method of 
"determining based ... on content of a locator of a first information page . . . whether 
to provide information browsing assistance for the first information page." 
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In contrast, Walden at best discloses a method of using URLs to access 
online help information. The URLs of Walden are provided as a browser window for 
a user to click on and to receive a page identified by a URL link (see Walden, 
column 7, lines 12-52). Thus, Walden merely shows the basic purpose of a URL, 
i.e., using a URL to retrieve information, and is not equivalent to "determining based 
... on the content of a locator of a first information page . . . whether to provide 
information browsing assistance for the first information page." The only 
determination inherent in receiving a link-click by a user and returning the page 
identified by the link is the determination of where to retrieve the page from. Simply 
determining where to retrieve an information page from in no way teaches or 
suggests "determining . . . whether to provide information browsing assistance for a 
first information page." 

Further, when viewed as a whole, claim 1 recites a method of determining the 
information browsing assistance (which is defined to be additional to or in place of 
the first information page in light of the specification) based on the content of a 
locator of the first information page, where the locator identifies the first information 
page. The only determination made based on the content of the URL in Walden is 
where to retrieve the information page from that is identified by the URL. Thus, even 
if we are to ignore the fact that a URL in Walden does not read on the locator of 
claim 1 , Walden still fails to teach the required feature of determining whether to 
provide information browsing assistance to an information page being requested 
based on the content of the URL of the requested information page. 

Kannan does not remedy the deficiencies of Walden. At best, Kannan 
discloses a service manager that may determine from the browser data in the 
customer profile or the customer's behavior whether the customer needs help. 
Kannan does not determine whether or not to provide help based on the content of a 
locator of a requested page. In the instant case, there is no clear and particular 
teaching or suggestion in Kannan to incorporate the features of Walden, and there is 
no teaching or suggestion in Walden to incorporate the features of Kannan. 
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Therefore, the Applicants contend that there is no way the Examiner could find 
motivation to combine the cited prior art references without deriving such teaching, 
suggestion from hindsight judgment, in view of the instant application. 

Therefore, for at least the foregoing reasons, claim 1 is patentable over 
Walden and Kannan, individually or in combination under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

Independent claims 19, 35, 50, 64 and 65 recite similar limitations to the 
present invention as claimed in claim 1 . Accordingly, for at least the same reasons, 
claims 19, 35, 50, 64, and 65 are patentable over Walden and Kannan under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a). 

Claims 2-4, 9-12, 16-18, 20-22, 25-27, 31-34, 36-39, 42-44, 48-49, 51-53, 56- 
58, and 62-63 depend from claims 1,19, 35, and 50 respectively. Thus, for at least 
the same reasons, claims 2-4, 9-12, 16-18, 20-22, 25-27, 31-34, 36-39, 42-44, 48- 
49, 51-53, 56-58, and 62-63 are patentable over Walden and Kannan under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a). 

Additionally, claim 9 is further patentable over Kannan and Walden as those 
references do not teach or suggest "wherein the method further comprises 
downloading said URL based conditions and their corresponding information 
browsing assistance specifications from a server system onto said client system." 
Kannan merely teaches the downloading of a service applet to the client, the applet 
capable of monitoring browing behavior of the client and informing a service agent of 
the server system of the behavior. It is the service agent of the server that then 
applies any sort of URL-based conditions that may be used in determining whether 
to provide information browsing assistance. Accordingly, Kannan simply does not 
suggest downloading such conditions to the client when it is the server, not the 
client, in Kannan that uses the conditions. Walden does not speak to these 
limitations. 
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II. Rejections of claims 5-8. 23. 24. 40. 41 . 54 and 55 under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) were improper because Kannan, Walden and Wolfe, alone or in 
combination, fail to teach or suggest the claimed invention when the 
invention as claimed in claims 5-8. 23, 24, 40, 41 , 54 and 55 is viewed 
as a whole. Also, the proposed combination of Kannan, Walden and 
Wolfe rely on impermissible hindsight without sufficient motivation for 
one skilled in the art to make the combination. 

As stated above, Walden and Kannan, individually or combined, fail to teach 
or suggest required, recited operations of the present invention, as claimed in claims 
1,19, 35, and 50. Wolfe fails to cure these deficiencies. Accordingly, for at least the 
foregoing reasons, claims 1, 19, 35 and 50 are patentable over Walden, Kannan and 
Wolfe, individually or in combination, under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

Claims 5-8, 23, 24, 40, 41, 54, and 55 depend from claims 1,19, 35, and 50, 
respectively, incorporating their limitations. Consequently, for at least the same 
reasons, claims 5-8, 23, 24, 40, 41, 54, and 55 are patentable over the combination 
of Walden, Kannan, and Wolfe. 

Additionally, claims 6, 24, 41, and 55 are patentable over Walden, Kannan, 
and Wolfe, as the references combined fail to teach or suggest "wherein each URL 
pattern comprises a plurality of portions correspondingly stored in a plurality of 
nodes of a tree data structure, with the plurality of nodes having a child leaf node 
specifying information browsing assistance to be provided; and said matching 
comprises traversing said tree data structure." Absolutely no tree data structure is 
mentioned in any of the references or suggested by the references. Wolfe simply 
teaches determining an advertisement to provide to a client based on a URL 
requested by the client. Nothing suggests having portions of the requested URL 
correspond to nodes in a tree structure. In fact, the determining is discussed as 
being based on the whole URL, not on individual portions, which suggests a list 
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rather than a tree as a suitable way to achieve the purpose of Wolfe. Claims 7 and 8 
depend from claim 6 and are thus also patentable for these additional reasons. 

III. Rejections of claims 13. 28, 45 and 59 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) were 
improper because Kannan, Walden and Peercv, alone or combined, 
fail to teach or suggest the claimed invention when the invention as 
claimed in claims 13, 28. 45 and 59 is viewed as a whole. Also, the 
proposed combination of Kannan. Walden and Peercv rely on 
impermissible hindsight without sufficient motivation for one skilled in 
the art to make the combination. 

As stated above, Walden and Kannan, individually or combined, fail to teach 
or suggest required, recited operations of the present invention, as claimed in claims 
1,19, 35, and 50. Peercy fails to cure these deficiencies. Accordingly, for at least 
the foregoing reasons, claims 1, 19, 35 and 50 are patentable over Walden, Kannan 
and Peercy, individually or in combination, under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

Claims 13, 28, 45, and 59 depend from claims 1,19, 35, and 50, respectively, 
incorporating their limitations. Consequently, for at least the same reasons, claims 
13, 28, 45, and 59 are patentable over Walden, Kannan, and Peercy, individually or 
in combination, under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

IV. Rejections of claims 14, 15. 29. 30. 46, 47. 60 and 61 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) were improper because Kannan, Walden and Blumenthal. 
alone or combined, fail to teach or suggest the claimed invention when 
the invention as claimed in claims 14. 15. 29, 30. 46, 47, 60 and 61 is 
viewed as a whole. Also, the prosed combination of Kannan, Walden 
and Blumenthal relv on impermissible hindsight without sufficient 
motivation for one skilled in the art to make the combination. 
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As stated above, Walden and Kannan, individually or combined, fail to teach 
or suggest required, recited operations of the present invention, as claimed in claims 
1,19, 35, and 50. Blumenthal fails to cure these deficiencies. Accordingly, for at 
least the foregoing reasons, claims 1, 19, 35 and 50 are patentable over Walden, 
Kannan and Blumenthal, individually or in combination, under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

Claims 14, 15, 29, 30, 46, 47, 60, and 61 depend from claims 1, 19, 35, and 
50, respectively, incorporating their limitations. Consequently, for at least the same 
reasons, claims 14, 15, 29, 30, 46, 47, 60, and 61 are patentable over the 
combination of Walden, Kannan, and Blumenthal. 

Additionally, claims 14, 29, 46, and 60 are patentable over Walden, Kannan, 
and Blumenthal, as the references combined fail to teach or suggest "modifying one 
or more environmental attributes of the browsing environment." Blumenthal simply 
teaches a search and retrieval system including a viewing window providing global 
and local views of digitally stored information. Nothing in Blumenthal mentions or 
suggests environmental attributes, much less modifying such attributes. 
Accordingly, claims 14, 29, 46, and 60 are patenable over the cited art for these 
additional reasons. Also, claims 15, 30, 47, and 61 depend from claims 14, 29, 46, 
and 60, respectively, and are thus also patentable over the cited art for these 
additional reasons. 

Conclusion 

Appellants respectfully submit that all the appealed claims in this application 
are patentable and request that the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences 
overrule the Examiner and direct allowance of the rejected claims. 
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This brief is submitted, along with Check Number WiS^ for $500.00 to 
cover the filing of appeal brief. We do not believe any additional fees, in particular 
extension of time fees, are needed. However, should that be necessary, please 
charge our deposit account 500393. In addition, please charge any shortages and 
credit any overages to Deposit Account No. 500393. 



Date: August 22, 2006 



Agent for Appellant Applicants 

Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt, P.C. 
1420 Fifth, Suite 3010 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Tel: (206)622-1711 
Fax: (206) 292-0460 
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Appendix A - Appealed Claims 

1. (Previously Presented) A method comprising: 

determining based at least in part on content of a locator of a first information 
page requested to be retrieved and displayed on a client system, whether to provide 
information browsing assistance for the first information page, said content of the 
locator identifying the first information page and a location from which the first 
information page is to be retrieved; and 

conditionally providing said information browsing assistance based at least in 
part on said determination. 

2. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said locator comprises a 
uniform resource locator (URL). 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said determining comprises analyzing 
whether a locator based condition for providing information browsing assistance is 
met. 

4. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein 

said locator comprises a uniform resource locator (URL); 

said determining comprises analyzing whether said URL satisfies a URL based 
condition for providing information browsing assistance is met. 

5. (Previously presented) The method of claim 4, wherein 

said URL based condition comprises a URL pattern specifying a family of URLs; 
and 

said analysis comprises matching said URL against a plurality of URL patterns. 
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6. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein 

each URL pattern comprises a plurality of portions correspondingly stored in a 
plurality of nodes of a tree data structure, with the plurality of nodes having a 
child leaf node specifying information browsing assistance to be provided; and 
said matching comprises traversing said tree data structure. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the method further comprises 
downloading said tree data structure from a server system onto said client system. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein the method further comprises 
downloading said URL patterns and their corresponding information browsing 
assistance specifications from a server system onto said client system. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein the method further comprises 
downloading said URL based conditions and their corresponding information 
browsing assistance specifications from a server system onto said client system. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said information browsing assistance 
comprises displaying a second information page. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein said second information page 
effectively replaces said first information page. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein said second information page is 
additionally displayed complementing said first information page. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein said second information page 
comprises a plurality of locators identifying a plurality of information pages and 
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corresponding locations from which the identified information pages of said second 
information page are to be retrieved. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said information 
browsing assistance comprises modifying one or more environment attributes of the 
browsing environment within which said determining and conditional provision of 
information browsing assistance are performed. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14, wherein said one or more 
environment attributes comprise one or more of a display resolution attribute, a color 
resolution attribute, a font selection attribute, a media player preference attribute, an 
add-on selection attribute, and a plug-in selection attribute. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the method further comprises 
receiving a request to retrieve and display said first information page, said request 
including said locator. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein the method further comprises 

in response to said receive of a request, notifying a monitor function of a 
browser helper of said receipt; and 

said monitor function, in response to receipt of said notification, notifying an 
analyzer function of said browser helper, which performs said determining and 
conditional provision of information browsing assistance. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the method further comprises 
executing said monitor function as an extension of a browser, and executing said 
analyzer function external to said browser. 
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19. (Previously Presented) An apparatus comprising: 

storage medium having stored therein executable instructions designed to 
enable the apparatus to, 

determine, based at least in part on content of a locator of a first 
information page requested to be retrieved and displayed, whether to provide 
information browsing assistance, 

said content of the locator identifying the first information page 
and a location from which the first information page is to be 
retrieved, 

and 

conditionally provide said information browsing assistance based at 
least in part on said determination; and 
at least one processor coupled to the storage medium to execute the 
executable instructions. 

20. (Original) The apparatus of claim 19, wherein said locator comprises a uniform 
resource locator (URL). 

21 . (Original) The apparatus of claim 19, wherein said executable instructions are 
designed to enable the apparatus to perform said determining by analyzing whether 
a locator based condition for providing information browsing assistance is met. 

22. (Original) The apparatus of claim 19, wherein 

said locator comprises a uniform resource locator (URL); and 

said executable instructions are designed to enable the apparatus to perform said 
determining by analyzing whether said URL satisfies a URL based condition for 
providing information browsing assistance is met 
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23. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 22, wherein 

said URL based condition comprises a URL pattern specifying a family of 
URLs; and 

said executable instructions are designed to enable the apparatus to perform 
said analysis by matching said URL against a plurality of URL patterns. 

24. (Original) The apparatus of claim 23, wherein 

each URL pattern comprises a plurality of portions correspondingly stored in a 
plurality of nodes of a tree data structure, with the plurality of nodes having a child 
leaf node specifying information browsing assistance to be provided; and 

said executable instructions are designed to enable the apparatus to perform 
said matching comprises traversing said tree data structure. 

25. (Original) The apparatus of claim 19, wherein said executable instructions are 
designed to enable the apparatus to provide said information browsing assistance by 
displaying a second information page. 

26. (Original) The apparatus of claim 25, wherein said executable instructions are 
designed to enable the apparatus to display said second information page in a 
manner that effectively replaces said first information page. 

27. (Original) The apparatus of claim 25, wherein said executable instructions are 
designed to enable the apparatus to additionally display said second information 
page complementary to said first information page. 

28. (Original) The apparatus of claim 25, wherein said second information page 
comprises a plurality of locators identifying a plurality of information pages and 



5 



corresponding locations from which the identified information pages of said second 
information page are to be retrieved. 

29. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 19, wherein said executable 
instructions are designed to enable the apparatus to provide said information 
browsing assistance by modifying one or more environment attributes of the 
browsing environment within which said determining and conditional provision of 
information browsing assistance are performed. 

30. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 29, wherein said one or more 
environment attributes comprise one or more of a display resolution attribute, a color 
resolution attribute, a font selection attribute, a media player preference attribute, an 
add-on selection attribute, and a plug-in selection attribute. 

31 . (Original) The apparatus of claim 19, wherein said executable instructions are 
further designed to enable the apparatus to receive a request to retrieve and display 
said first information page, said request including said locator. 

32. (Original) The apparatus of claim 31, wherein said executable instructions are 
designed to implement a browser helper including at least a monitor function and an 
analyzer function, with the monitor function of the browser helper being designed to 
receive a notification of said receipt, and in response, notifying said analyzer 
function of receipt of said notification, and said analyzer function in turn performs 
said determining and conditional provision of information browsing assistance. 

33. (Original) The apparatus of claim 32, wherein said executable instructions are 
designed to implement said monitor function as an extension of a browser, and said 
analyzer function as an external function to said browser. 
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34. (Original) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the apparatus is a selected one 
of a wireless telephone, a palm sized personal digital assistant, a notebook 
computer, a desktop computer, and a set top box. 

35. (Previously Presented) A method comprising: 

receiving a request from a client system for executable instructions designed 
to enable the client system to conditionally provide information browsing assistance 
based at least in part on content of a locator of a first information page requested to 
be retrieved and displayed, said content of the locator identifying said first 
information page and a location from which said first information page is to be 
retrieved; and 

in response, providing said client system with said requested executable 
instructions. 

36. (Original) The method of claim 35, wherein said locator is a uniform resource 
locator (URL). 

37. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 35, wherein said executable 
instructions are designed to perform a selected one of (a) enabling the client system 
to determine whether a locator based condition for providing information browsing 
assistance is met, and (b) enabling the client system to provide said locator to a 
server system for the server system to determine for said client system whether a 
locator based condition for providing information browsing assistance is met. 

38. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 37, wherein said server system is 
the same server system performing said receiving and said responsive providing. 

39. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 35, wherein 
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said locator comprises a uniform resource locator (URL); and 

said executable instructions are designed to perform a selected one of (a) to enable 
the client system to determine whether said URL satisfies a URL based condition for 
providing information browsing assistance is met, and (b) to enable the client system 
to provide said URL to a server system for the server system to determine for said 
client system whether a locator based condition for providing information browsing 
assistance is met. 

40. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 39, wherein 

said URL based condition comprises a URL pattern specifying a family of URLs; and 
either (a) said executable instructions are designed to enable the client system to 
match said URL against a plurality of URL patterns, or (b) the method further 
comprises a server system matching said URL against a plurality of URL patterns for 
said client system. 

41. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 40, wherein 

each URL pattern comprises a plurality of portions correspondingly stored in a 
plurality of nodes of a tree data structure, with the plurality of nodes having a child 
leaf node specifying information browsing assistance to be provided; and 

either (a) said executable instructions are designed to enable the client system to 
perform said matching by traversing said tree data structure, or (b) the method 
further comprises a server system performing said matching by traversing said tree 
data structure for said client system. 

42. (Previously presented) The method of claim 35, wherein either (a) said 
executable instructions are designed to enable the client system to provide said 
information browsing assistance by displaying a second information page, or (b) the 
method further comprises a server system providing said information browsing 
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assistance to said client system by causing a second information page to be 
displayed on said client system. 

43. (Original) The method of claim 42, wherein said second information page is 
displayed in a manner that effectively replaces said first information page. 

44. (Original) The method of claim 42, wherein said second information page is 
additionally displayed in a manner that is complementary to said first information 
page. 

45. (Original) The method of claim 42, wherein said second information page 
comprises a plurality of locators identifying a plurality of information pages and 
corresponding locations from which the identified information pages of said second 
information page are to be retrieved. 

46. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 35, wherein either (a) said 
executable instructions are designed to enable the client system to provide said 
information browsing assistance by modifying one or more environment attributes of 
the browsing environment of said client system, or (b) the method further comprises 
a server system providing said information browsing assistance to said client system 
by modifying an environment attribute of the browsing environment of said client 
system. 

47. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 46, wherein said one or more 
environment attributes comprise one or more of a display resolution attribute, a color 
resolution attribute, a font selection attribute, a media player preference attribute, an 
add-on selection attribute, and a plug-in selection attribute. 
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48. (Previously presented) The method of claim 35, wherein said executable 
instructions are designed to implement a browser helper including at least a monitor 
function, designed to receive a notification of a receipt of a request for said first 
information page, and in response, notifying an analyzer function of receipt of said 
notification. 

49. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 48, wherein either (a) said browser 
helper further includes said analyzer function to perform said conditional provision of 
information browsing assistance, in response to receipt of said notification, or (b) the 
method further includes a server having said analyzer function to perform said 
conditional provision of information browsing assistance for said client system, in 
response to receipt of said notification from said client system. 

50. (Previously Presented) A server system comprising: 

storage medium having stored therein at least a selected one of 

(a) first executable instructions designed to enable a first client system 
to conditionally provide information browsing assistance to itself 
based at least in part on content of a first locator of a first 
information page requested to be retrieved and displayed, and 
second executable instructions designed to provide the first client 
system with said first executable instructions in response to a 
request by the first client system for said first executable 
instructions, and 

(b) third executable instructions designed to enable the server system 
to conditionally provide information browsing assistance to a 
second client system based at least in part on content of a second 
locator of a second information page requested to be retrieved and 
displayed for said second client system, 

said content of the first and second locators identifying said first and 
second information pages, and a first and a second location from 
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which said first and second information pages are to be retrieved 
respectively; and 

at least one processor coupled to the storage medium to execute at least one 
of said second and third executable instructions. 

51 . (Previously presented) The server system of claim 50, wherein said locator 
comprises a uniform resource locator (URL). 



52. (Original) The server system of claim 50, wherein 

said first executable instructions are designed to enable the first client system to 
determine whether a first locator based condition for providing information 
browsing assistance is met, and 

said third executable instructions are design to enable the server system to 
determine for said second client system whether a second locator based 
condition for providing information browsing assistance is met. 

53. (Previously presented) The server system of claim 50, wherein 

said first and second locators comprise a first and a second uniform resource 
locator (URL), respectively; 

said first executable instructions are designed to enable the first client system to 
determine whether said first URL satisfies a first URL based condition for 
providing information browsing assistance is met; and 

said third executable instructions are design to enable the server system to 
determine for said second client system whether said second URL satisfies a 
second URL based condition for providing information browsing assistance is 
met. 

54. (Previously presented) The server system of claim 53, wherein 

said first and second URL based condition comprise a first and a second URL 
pattern, respectively; 
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s 

said first and second URL patterns specify a first and a second family of URLs, 
respectively; 

said first executable instructions are designed to enable the first client system to 
match said first URL against a first plurality of URL patterns; and 

said third executable instructions are design to enable the server system to 
match said second URL against a second plurality of URL patterns for said 
second client system. 

55. (Original) The server system of claim 54, wherein 

each URL pattern comprises a plurality of portions correspondingly stored in a 
plurality of nodes of a tree data structure, with the plurality of nodes having a 
child leaf node specifying information browsing assistance to be provided; and 

said first executable instructions are designed to enable the first client system to 
perform said matching by traversing a first tree data structure; 

said third executable instructions are designed to enable the server system to 
perform said matching by traversing a second tree data structure for said second 
client system. 

56. (Original) The server system of claim 50, wherein 

said first executable instructions are designed to enable the first client system to 
provide said information browsing assistance by displaying a second information 
page; and 

said third executable instructions are designed to enable the server system to 
provide said information browsing assistance to said client system by causing a 
second information page to be displayed on said client system. 

57. (Original) The server system of claim 56, wherein said second information page 
is displayed in a manner that effectively replaces said first information page. 
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58. (Original) The server system of claim 56, wherein said second information page 
is additionally displayed in a manner that is complementary to said first information 
page. 

59. (Original) The server system of claim 56, wherein said second information page 
comprises a plurality of locators identifying a plurality of information pages and 
corresponding locations from which the identified information pages of said second 
information page are to be retrieved. 

60. (Previously Presented) The server system of claim 50, wherein 

said first executable instructions are designed to enable the first client system to 
provide said information browsing assistance by modifying at least a first 
environment attribute of the browsing environment of said first client system; and 

said third executable instructions are designed to enable the server system to 
provide said information browsing assistance to said client system by modifying 
at least a second environment attribute of the browsing environment of said 
second client system. 

61 . (Previously Presented) The server system of claim 60, wherein each of said at 
least first and second environment attributes comprise one or more of a display 
resolution attribute, a color resolution attribute, a font selection attribute, a media 
player preference attribute, an add-on selection attribute, and a plug-in selection 
attribute. 

62. (Previously presented) The server system of claim 50 wherein said first 
executable instructions are designed to implement a browser helper including at 
least a monitor function, designed to receive a notification of a receipt of a request 
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for said first information page, and in response, notifying an analyzer function of 
receipt of said notification. 

63. (Original) The server system of claim 62, wherein said browser helper further 
includes said analyzer function to perform said conditional provision of information 
browsing assistance, in response to receipt of said notification. 

64. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium comprising: 

a storage medium; and 

a plurality of executable instruction stored in the storage medium, and 
designed to enable a client system to conditionally provide information browsing 
assistance to itself based at least in part on content of a first locator of a first 
information page requested to be retrieved and displayed on the client system. 

65. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium comprising: 

a storage medium; and 

at least a first or a second plurality of instructions stored in the storage 
medium, 

the first executable instructions designed to enable a first server system to 
provide a first client system with third executable instructions in response to a 
request by the first client system for said third executable instructions, the third 
executable instructions designed to enable the first client system to conditionally 
provide information browsing assistance to itself based at least in part on content of 
a first locator of a first information page requested to be retrieved and displayed on 
the first client system, and 

the second executable instructions designed to enable the first or a second 
server system to conditionally provide information browsing assistance to a second 
client system based at least in part on content of a second locator of a second 
information page requested to be retrieved and displayed for said second client 
system; 
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said content of the first and second locators identifying said first and second 
information pages, and a first and a second location from which said first and second 
information pages are to be retrieved respectively. 
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Appendix B - Copies of Evidence Submitted 

No evidence has been submitted under 37 C.F.R. 1.130, 1.131, or 1.132. No 
evidence entered by Examiner has been relied upon by Appellants in the appeal. 
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Appendix C - Related Proceedings Appendix 



None. To the best of Appellants' knowledge, there are no related appeals or 
interference proceedings currently pending, which would directly affect or be directly 
affected by or have a bearing on the Board's decision in this appeal. 



